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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. August 14, 2011 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder David Thibault 

Called by God 

Silent Preparation for Worship 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and 

also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of 

his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy 

life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over 

all. 

Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, 

obeying the voice of his word! 

Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! 

Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! (Psalm 103:19-22) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 

# 731 ―Doxology‖ 

* Let us all praise God’s holy name! 

# 12 ―Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim‖ (from Psalm 135) 

continued

* Please stand, if able. 
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Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17 & Matthew 22:37-40 
 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down 

to them or serve them, for I the LORD 

your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to 

the third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing steadfast 

love to thousands of those who love me 

and keep my commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his 

name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all 

your work, but the seventh day is a 

Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you, or your 

son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is within 

your gates. For in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 

that is in them, and rested on the seventh 

day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your mother, 

that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or 

his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Hear also the words of our Lord Jesus: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And 

a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the gospel! 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 

and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 

purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite 

all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
continued 
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the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 

that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory 
(Ephesians 1:7-12) 

Receive the good news of the gospel:  in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
(Ephesians 5:1-2) 

# 692 ―To You, O Lord, I Fly‖ (From Psalm 16) 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 55:6-13 Rev. Charles McIlhenny 
6
 ―Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 

7
 let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return 

to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon. 
8
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10

 ―For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater, 
11

 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 

shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 

shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12

 ―For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the 

hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall 

clap their hands. 
13

 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 

brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the LORD, an 

everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.‖ 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 3:1-11 
1
 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no 

trouble to me and is safe for you. 
2
 Look out for the dogs, look out for the 

evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. 
3
 For we are the 

circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and 

put no confidence in the flesh— 
4
 though I myself have reason for confidence in 

the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I 

have more: 
5
 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe 

of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6
 as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7
 But 

whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8
 Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9
 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 

continued 
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faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 
10

 that I may 

know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 

becoming like him in his death, 
11

 that by any means possible I may attain the 

resurrection from the dead
.
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
1
 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 

2
 And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the 

whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3
 And he told them many things in parables, 

saying: ―A sower went out to sow. 
4
 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 

path, and the birds came and devoured them. 
5
 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they 

had no depth of soil, 
6
 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they 

had no root, they withered away. 
7
 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 

grew up and choked them. 
8
 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9
 He who has ears, let him hear.‖ 

18
 ―Hear then the parable of the sower: 

19
 When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 
20

 As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 
21

 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he 

falls away. 
22

 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 

and it proves unfruitful. 
23

 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 

who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 

case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.‖ 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: ―This Spirituality Will Kill You‖ 

Prayer of Application 

Communion with God 

# 538 ―More about Jesus Would I Know‖ 

The Prayers of God’s People 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Protestant church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 420 ―At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing‖ continued 
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* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 170 ―Fairest Lord Jesus‖ 

Distribution of Wine # 701 ―Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It‖ 

Commissioned by God 

* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship today! 

# 444 ―O Zion, Haste, Your Mission High Fulfilling‖ 

* Benediction 

Our Tithes and Offerings to God 
An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our 

increase. Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box 

at the back of the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts 

during the service, we encourage you to make your offering before 

the service. 

Godly food for thought and growth…John Calvin on Isaiah 55:6-7 

6. Seek ye Jehovah. After having spoken of the good success of the gospel among the Gentiles, who 

formerly were strangers to the kingdom of God, he urges the Jews to be ashamed of loitering while 

others run; for since they were the first who were called, it is shameful that they should be last. This 

exhortation, therefore, relates strictly to the Jews, to whom the example of the Gentiles is held out 

in order to excite their jealousy; in the same manner as the Lord hath foretold that ―he would 

provoke the Jews to jealousy by a foolish nation.‖ (Deuteronomy 32:21)  

While he is found. ―The time of finding‖ is here used not exactly in the same sense as in Psalm 

32:6, but as the time when God offers himself to us, as in other passages he has limited a fixed day 

for his good pleasure and our salvation. (Isaiah 49:8) Yet I readily admit that it likewise denotes the 

time when necessity prompts us to seek God’s assistance; but we ought chiefly to remember that 

God is sought at a seasonable time, when of his own accord he advances to meet us; for in vain 

shall indolent and sluggish persons lament that they had been deprived of that grace which they 

rejected. The Lord sometimes endures our sluggishness, and bears with us; but if ultimately he do 

not succeed, he will withdraw, and will bestow his grace on others. For this reason Christ exhorts 

us to walk while it is day, for the night cometh when the means of pursuing our journey shall be 

taken from us. (John 12:35) We ought to draw high consolation from being assured that it is not in 

vain for us to seek God. ―Seek,‖ says Christ, ―and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened; ask, 

and it shall be given to you.‖ (Matthew 7:7)  

Call upon him while he is near. The word ―call‖ may here be taken in a general sense; but I think 

that it denotes one description of‖ seeking‖ God, which is of more importance than all the others, as 

if he commanded us to betake ourselves to him by prayers and supplications. He says that he is 

―near,‖ when he opens the door and gently invites us to come to him, or when he comes forth 

publicly, so that we do not need to seek him through long windings. But we must attend to Paul’s 

definition, who tells us that it denotes the preaching of the gospel. (Romans 10:8) ―The Lord is 

nigh,‖ (Philippians 4:5) and exhibits himself to us, when the voice of the gospel cries aloud; and we 

do not need to seek far, or to make long circuits, as unbelievers do; for he exhibits himself to us in 

his word, that we, on our part, may draw near to him. 

7. Let the wicked man forsake his way. He confirms the former statement; for, having formerly 

continued 
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Schedule 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, and Study 

This Week 

Tuesday Session meeting, pastor’s study, 6:30 pm. 

Next Sunday (August 21) 

9:30 am The Rev. Roger Wagner will fill the pulpit and lead the 

adult CE class. 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, and Study 

Upcoming 

Sept. 1 Women’s Ministries Meeting at the Wood home. 

Sept. 4 Our monthly fellowship lunch will be held at TeWinkle Park following CE. 

The park is located at 970 Arlington Drive, Costa Mesa 

Nursery 

Today Vicki Tuggy 

08/21 Icela Szeneri 

08/28 Amy Thibault 

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

August Amy Tracy 

September  

Refreshments 

Today Amy Tracy 

08/21 Jim Pelletier 

08/28 Darcy Garcia 

Ushers 

August Mark Lucero 

September Blake Davis 
A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

If you know you cannot serve on the date assigned, please make arrangements with another person. Thank you. 

Samuel Hines – 8/28 

Jan Szeneri – 9/16 

Glen Tuggy – 9/18 

Jim & Judith Andruss 9/27 

(continued from page 6)   called men to receive the grace of God, he now describes more largely 

the manner of receiving it. We know how hypocrites loudly call on God whenever they desire relief 

from their distresses, and yet shut up their hearts by wicked obstinacy; and therefore, that the Jews 

may not be hypocritical in seeking God, he exhorts them to sincere piety. Hence we infer that the 

doctrine of repentance ought always to accompany the promise of salvation; for in no other way 

can men taste the goodness of God than by abhorring themselves on account of their sins, and 

renouncing themselves and the world. And indeed no man will sincerely desire to be reconciled to 

God and to obtain pardon of sins till he is moved by a true and earnest repentance.  

By three forms of expression he describes the nature of repentance, — first, ―Let the wicked man 

forsake, his way;‖ secondly, ―The unrighteous man his thoughts;‖ thirdly, ―Let him return to the 

Lord.‖ Under the word way he includes the whole course of life, and accordingly demands that they 

bring forth the fruits of righteousness as witnesses of their newness of life. By adding the word 

thoughts he intimates that we must not only correct outward actions, but must begin with the heart; 

for although in the opinion of men we appear to change our manner of life for the better, yet we 

shall have made little proficiency if the heart be not changed. 
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Web Page:  www.grace-opc.org (sermons, bulletins and schedule available here) 

Sermon Notes 
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