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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. September 4, 2011 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Mike Di Peppino 

Called by God 

Silent Preparation for Worship 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 

proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make 

their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon 

us, 

that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all 

nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!  

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
# 734 ―Gloria Patri‖ 

* Let us all praise God! 
# 101 ―Come, Thou Almighty King‖ 

Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20: 1-17 

And God spoke all these words, saying, 

―I am the LORD your God, who brought 

* Please stand, if able 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery. 

continued

(Psalm 67:1-3) 
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“You shall have no other gods before 

me. 

―You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not 

bow down to them or serve them, for I 

the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 

the children to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

―Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. Six days you shall labor, and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a 

Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you, or your 

son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or your 

livestock, or the sojourner who is 

within your gates. For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the LORD 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it 

holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

―You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

―You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

―You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or 

his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.‖ 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. (Romans 5:6-10) 

Receive the good news of the gospel:  in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 

abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do 

continued 
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you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:1-4) 

# 94 ―How Firm a Foundation‖ 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 34:11-24 Rev. David Crum 
11

 ―For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 

sheep and will seek them out. 
12

 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when 

he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 

sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been 

scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13

 And I will bring them 

out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 

them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of 

Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
14

 I 

will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 

shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing 

land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 
15

 I 

myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie 

down, declares the Lord GOD. 
16

 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 

the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, 

and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
17

 ―As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge 

between sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 
18

 Is it not 

enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down 

with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that 

you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 
19

 And must my 

sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have 

muddied with your feet? 
20

 ―Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will 

judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 
21

 Because you push with 

side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you 

have scattered them abroad, 
22

 I will rescue my flock; they shall no 

longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
23

 And I will 

set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 

them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
24

 And I, the LORD, will 

be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the 

LORD; I have spoken.‖ 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:1-9 
continued 
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1
 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the 

dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
2
 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification 

of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his 

blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 

his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4
 to an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5
 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6
 In this you rejoice, though now for 

a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 
7
 so 

that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8
 Though you have not 

seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 

him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9
 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 14:13-21 
13

 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 

desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed 

him on foot from the towns. 
14

 When he went ashore he saw a great 

crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
15

 Now 

when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ―This is a 

desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into 

the villages and buy food for themselves.‖ 
16

 But Jesus said, ―They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat.‖ 
17

 They said to him, ―We 

have only five loaves here and two fish.‖ 
18

 And he said, ―Bring them 

here to me.‖ 
19

 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and 

taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
20

 And they all ate and were 

satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left 

over. 
21

 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon:  

Prayer of Application 

continued 

―Our Precious Faith; Tested for a Season, Tested for a Reason‖ 
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Communion with God 
# 159 ―O Savior, Precious Savior‖ 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 
# 253 ―There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood‖ 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Protestant church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Distribution of Bread # 191 ―I Am So Glad That Our Father in Heaven‖ 

Distribution of Wine # 55 ―To God Be the Glory‖ 

Commissioned by God 

* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship today! 
# 431 ―A Parting Hymn We Sing‖ 

* Benediction 

Our Tithes and Offerings to God 
An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our 

increase. Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box 

at the back of the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts 

during the service, we encourage you to make your offering before 

the service. 

Godly food for thought and growth…Matthew Henry on Ezekiel 34:11-15 

II. How much concerned God is for the flock; he speaks as if he were the more concerned for them 

because he saw them thus neglected, for with him the fatherless finds mercy. Precious promises are 

made here upon the occasion, which were to have their accomplishment in the return of the Jews 

out of their captivity and their re-establishment in their own land. Let the shepherds hear this word 

of the Lord, and know that they have no part nor lot in the matter. But let the poor sheep hear it and 

take the comfort of it. Note, Though magistrates and ministers fail in doing their part, for the good 

of the church, yet God will not fail in doing his; he will take the flock into his own hand rather than 

the church shall come short of any kindness he has designed for it. The under-shepherds may prove 

careless, but the chief Shepherd neither slumbers nor sleeps. They may be false, but God abides 

faithful. 

1. God will gather his sheep together that were scattered, and bring those back to the fold that had 

wandered from it: ―I, even I, who alone can do it, will do it, and will have all the glory of it. I will 

both search my sheep and find them out as a shepherd does, and bring them back as he does the 

stray-sheep, upon his shoulders, from all the places where they have been scattered in the cloudy 

and dark day.‖ There are cloudy and dark days, windy and stormy ones, which scatter God's sheep, 

which send them hither and thither, to divers and distant places, in quest of secrecy and safety. But, 

(1.) Wherever they are the eye of God will find them out; for his eyes run to and fro through the 

earth, in favor of them. I will seek out my sheep; and not one that belongs to the fold, though driven 

continued 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

12:30 pm Our monthly fellowship lunch will be held at TeWinkle 

Park following CE. The park is located at 970 Arlington 

Drive, Costa Mesa. We will gather at the North wall, 

next to the playground. Please bring chairs/blankets and a 

lunch for your family, along with a snack or dessert to 

share. We will provide water and lemonade. 

~2:30 pm Youth Group meeting at the Thibaults: youths, bring your swimsuits, 

parents, see Amy regarding what food to bring. 

Next Sunday (September 11) 

9:30 am The Rev. Gabe Wetmore will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE Class. 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, and Study 

Upcoming 

Sept. 18 The Rev. Gabe Wetmore will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE Class. 

Sept. 25 The Rev. Rollin Keller will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE Class. 

Sept. 25 Congregational meeting to consider issuing a call to Gabe Wetmore to be 

our pastor. Families should bring their own lunches to eat between CE and 

the meeting. 

Nursery 

Today Darcy Garcia 

09/11 Susan Wood 

09/18 Autumn Di Peppino 

09/25 Amy Tracy 

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

September Amy Thibault 

October Raquel Arutian 

Refreshments 

Today Fellowship Lunch 

09/11 Autumn Di Peppino 

09/18 Raquel Arutian 

09/25  

Ushers 

September Blake Davis 

October Jerico Arutian 
A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

If you know you cannot serve on the date assigned, please make arrangements with another person. Thank you. 

 Jan Szeneri – 9/16 

Glen Tuggy – 9/18 

Autumn Di Peppino – 9/22 

Adrian Tuggy – 9/23 

Mark Lucero – 9/24 

Jim & Judith Andruss 9/27 

(continued from page 6)   ever so far off, shall be lost. The Lord knows those that are his; he knows 

their work and where they dwell (Revelation 2:13), and where they are hidden. (2.) When his time 

shall come his arms will fetch them home: I will bring them out from the people. God will both 

incline their hearts to come by his grace and will by his providence open a door for them and 

remove every difficulty that lies in the way. They shall not return one by one, clandestinely, but 

they shall return in a body: ―I will gather them from the countries into which they are dispersed, not 

only the most considerable families of them, but every particular person. I will seek that which was 

lost and bring again that which was driven away.‖ This was done when so many thousand Jews 

returned triumphantly out of Babylon, under the conduct of Zerubbabel, Ezra, and others. 
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Web Page:  www.grace-opc.org (sermons, bulletins and schedule available here) 

Sermon Notes 
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