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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. December 4, 2011 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Mike Di Peppino 

Called by God 

Silent Preparation for Worship 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 

our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from 

transgression,” declares the LORD. 

“And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD: “My 

Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, 

shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your 

offspring, or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,” says the 

LORD, “from this time forth and forevermore.” 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen 

upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 

peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen 

upon you. (Isaiah 59:20-60:2) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 194 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
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Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, 

saying, “I am the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods 

before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 

the water under the earth. You shall 

not bow down to them or serve them, 

for I the LORD your God am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

on the children to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who hate 

me, but showing steadfast love to 

thousands of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless 

who takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. Six days you shall labor, and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a 

Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you, or 

your son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or 

your livestock, or the sojourner who is 

within your gates. For in six days the 

LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, and rested on 

the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it 

holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 

passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others 

and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God 

our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us 

richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 

might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 
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For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training 

us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 

upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 

appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave 

himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 

people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14) 

* # 196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 
1
 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 

his roots shall bear fruit. 
2
 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 

Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3
 And his delight shall be in 

the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 

disputes by what his ears hear, 
4
 but with righteousness he shall judge the 

poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 

earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 

the wicked. 
5
 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the 

belt of his loins. 
6
 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 

young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a 

little child shall lead them. 
7
 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 

shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8
 The nursing 

child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his 

hand on the adder’s den. 
9
 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 

mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 

waters cover the sea. 
10

 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of 

him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Revelation 5 
1
 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll 

written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 
2
 And I saw a strong 

angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and 

break its seals?” 
3
 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was 

able to open the scroll or to look into it, 
4
 and I began to weep loudly because 

no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 
5
 And one of 

the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 

the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven 

seals.” 
6
 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I 

saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with 
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seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
7
 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated 

on the throne. 
8
 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures 

and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 

and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9
 And 

they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 

its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10

 and you have made 

them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
11

 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and 

the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 

thousands of thousands, 
12

 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing!” 
13

 And I heard every creature in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and 

glory and might forever and ever!” 
14

 And the four living creatures said, 

“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Luke 15:11-32 
11

 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12

 And the younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming 

to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 
13

 Not many days later, 

the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 

there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
14

 And when he had spent 

everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 
15

 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 

sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 
16

 And he was longing to be fed with the 

pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
17

 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
18

 I will 

arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. 
19

 I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ 
20

 And he arose and came to 

his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 
21

 And the son said 

to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 
22

 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 

quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 

on his feet. 
23

 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate. 
24

 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
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25
 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing. 
26

 And he called one of the servants and 

asked what these things meant. 
27

 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has 

come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received 

him back safe and sound.’ 
28

 But he was angry and refused to go in. His 

father came out and entreated him, 
29

 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these 

many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you 

never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 
30

 But 

when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with 

prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 
31

 And he said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32

 It was fitting to 

celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was 

lost, and is found.’ ” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “The Prodigal Son, Part One” Luke 15:11-32 Rev. Paul Viggiano 

Prayer of Application 

* # 464 “I Was a Wandering Sheep” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 218 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostle’s Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are 

a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant member in 

a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church worship. We use 

wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Distribution of Wine # 195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 705 “I Know Whom I Have Believed” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of 

the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, 

we encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XIV The Regional Church and Its Presbytery 
5. The presbytery has the power to order whatever pertains to the spiritual welfare of the churches under its 

care, always respecting the liberties guaranteed to the individual congregations under the constitution. In the 

exercise of its jurisdiction the presbytery has responsibility for evangelism Continued on page 7 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

12:30 pm Fellowship Lunch, followed by Praise Around the Tables 

~2:30 pm Youth Group Christmas Party and Gift Exchange 

This Week 

Thursday Youth Group Service Project –Samaritan’s Purse, 5:00-9:00 pm 

Next Sunday (December 11) 

9:30 am Rev. David Crum will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, and Study 

Upcoming 

December 18 Rev. Paul Viggiano will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

December 18 Children’s Christmas Program, 5:30 pm 

December 25 Chaplain Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

Nursery 

Today Icela Szeneri 

12/11 Darcy Garcia 

12/18 Susan Wood 

12/25 Autumn Di Peppino 

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

December Autumn Di Peppino 

January  
 

Refreshments 

Today Fellowship Lunch 

12/11 Judith Andruss 

12/18 Amy Thibault 

12/25 Everyone 

Usher 

December Mike Di Peppino 

January  
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

 Paul Hines – 12/14 

Blake Davis – 1/04 

Sofia Arutian – 1/05 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Glenn & Vicki Tuggy – 12/06 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 
Continued from page 6 within the bounds of its region, especially in areas which are not within the 

sphere of service in any one congregation. Similarly the presbytery shall seek to foster fellowship in worship 

and nurture in the church as a whole within its region. 
The presbytery has the power to organize and receive congregations (cf. Chapter XXIX), to unite and dissolve 

congregations, at the request of the people and with the advice of the sessions involved, to visit particular 

churches for the purpose of inquiring into their state and of taking proper measures to insure that the evils which 
may have arisen in them shall be redressed. Presbytery shall examine and approve or censure the records of 

church sessions. 

Further, the presbytery has power to receive and issue all appeals, and other matters, that are brought before it 
from church sessions in a regular manner, subject to the provisions of the Book of Discipline; to resolve 

questions of doctrine or discipline seriously and reasonably proposed; to condemn erroneous opinions which 

injure the purity or peace of the church; to take under its care, examine, and license candidates for the holy 
ministry; and to ordain, install, remove, and judge ministers. 

6. It shall be the duty of the presbytery to keep an accurate record of its proceedings and to submit this record to 
the general assembly for examination at least once each year. The presbytery shall also report to the general 

assembly each year the licensures, ordinations, the receiving or dismissing of members, the removal of 

members by death, the organization, reception, union, or dissolution of congregations, or the formation of new 
ones, and in general, all the important changes which have taken place within its bounds in the course of the 

year. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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