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For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 
and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. December 11, 2011 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Mike Di Peppino 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 

are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 

and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s 

hand double for all her sins. 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your 

voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say 

to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are 

with young. (Isaiah 40:1-2, 9, 11) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 197 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
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Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17 & Matthew 22:37-40 

And God spoke all these words, 

saying, “I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before 

me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth. You 

shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the 

third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 

it holy. Six days you shall labor, and 

do all your work, but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, 

or your son, or your daughter, your 

male servant, or your female servant, 

or your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates. For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Hear also the words of our Lord Jesus: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 

all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 

will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 

his glory. (Ephesians 1:7-12) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

* # 230 “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-7 
1
 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time 

he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 

the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
3
 You have 

multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4
 For the 

yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5
 For every boot of the tramping 

warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as 

fuel for the fire. 
6
 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
 Of 

the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal 

of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
1
 Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 

2
 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to 

practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of 

the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight 

of God. 
3
 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 

perishing. 
4
 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. 
5
 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 

Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 
6
 For 
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God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:8-20 
8
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 
9
 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10

 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11

 For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12

 And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 
13

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14

 “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
15

 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16

 And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17

 And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 
18

 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 

told them. 
19

 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 

heart. 
20

 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “Light and Life to All He Brings” Isaiah 9:1-7 Rev. David Crum 

Prayer of Application 

* # 203 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 476 “The Light of the World Is Jesus” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Distribution of Wine # 195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 226 “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of 

the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, 

we encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, and Study 

Next Sunday (December 18) 

9:30 am Rev. Paul Viggiano will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Children’s Christmas Program 

Upcoming 

December 25 Chaplain Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

Nursery 

Today Darcy Garcia 

12/18 Susan Wood 

12/25 Autumn Di Peppino 

1/1  

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

December Autumn Di Peppino 

January Amy Tracy 
 

Refreshments 

Today Judith Andruss 

12/18 Amy Thibault 

12/25 Everyone 

1/1 Amy Thibault 

Usher 

December Mike Di Peppino 

January Blake Davis 
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

Paul Hines – 12/14 

Blake Davis – 1/04 

Sofia Arutian – 1/05 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian –2/23 
From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XIV: The Regional Church and its Presbytery 
7. The presbytery shall meet on its own adjournment; and when any emergency shall require a meeting sooner 

than the time to which it stands adjourned, the moderator, or, in case of his absence, death, or inability to act, 

the stated clerk, shall, at the request of any two ministers and two ruling elders, the ruling elders being of differ-
ent congregations, call a special meeting; the moderator or the stated clerk, as the case may be, if otherwise 

qualified to do so, may be one of those making the request. For this purpose a circular letter shall be sent, spec–

ifying the particular business of the intended meeting, to every minister and the clerk of every session under the 
jurisdiction of the presbytery, at least ten days prior to the meeting. Nothing shall be transacted at such special 

meeting besides the particular business for which the judicatory has been convened. 

8. Each day's session shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
9. Uncommissioned elders of the regional church, and presbyters in good standing in other presbyteries or in 
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churches of like faith and practice, who may be present, may be invited to sit with the presbytery as corre–

sponding members. Such members shall be entitled to deliberate and advise, but not to vote in any decisions of 
the presbytery. 

Chapter XV The Whole Church and Its General Assembly 

1. The whole church consists of all the members of its regional churches. 

2. The general assembly, which is the governing body of the whole church, shall consist of not more than one 

hundred and fifty-five voting commissioners, including the moderator and stated clerk of the previous assembly 

and such ministers and ruling elders as are commissioned by the respective presbyteries in accordance with 
proportions determined by a previous general assembly. In the event that the general assembly fails to establish 

such proportions, the next general assembly shall consist of every minister and of one ruling elder from every 

local church. 
3. The general assembly shall meet at least once in every year. On the day appointed for the purpose the moder–

ator of the preceding assembly shall open the meeting and preside until a moderator is chosen. In the event of 

his absence the member present who was last elected moderator of the general assembly shall preside in his 
place. Each commissioner shall present his credentials to the clerk of the assembly. Any twenty of these com–

missioners, of whom at least five shall be ministers and at least five ruling elders, being met on the day and at 

the place appointed, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. No commissioner shall have a right to 
deliberate or vote in the assembly until he has been enrolled. 

4. The moderator of the preceding assembly, or a minister appointed by him in his place, shall preach a sermon 

at the opening of the general assembly. Each session of the assembly shall be opened with prayer. And the 
whole business of the assembly being finished, and the vote taken for dissolving the present assembly, the 

moderator shall say from the chair, “By virtue of the authority delegated to me by the church, let this general 

assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require another general assembly, chosen in the same 
manner, to meet at __________________ on the ____ day of __________ A.D. _____,” after which he shall 

pray and return thanks, and the apostolic benediction shall be pronounced. 

5. When any emergency shall require the calling of a general assembly sooner than the time specified by the 
previous assembly, the moderator of the previous assembly, or in the case of his absence, death, or inability to 

act, the stated clerk, at the request of twenty presbyters, including at least five ministers, and ruling elders from 
at least five congregations, shall call a special general assembly. The moderator or the stated clerk, as the case 

may be, if otherwise qualified to do so, may be one of those making the request. For this purpose a circular 

letter shall be sent, specifying the particular business of the intended meeting, to every minister and to the clerk 
of every session at least twenty days prior to the meeting. Nothing shall be transacted at such special meeting 

except the particular business for which the assembly has been convened. 

6. The general assembly shall seek to advance the worship, edification, and witness of the whole church. It shall 

seek to resolve all doctrinal and disciplinary questions regularly brought before it from the lower assemblies. It 

shall seek to promote the unity of the church of Christ through correspondence with other churches. 

7. The duties peculiar to the general assembly include organizing regional churches, reviewing the records of 
the presbyteries, and calling ministers or licentiates to the missionary or other ministries of the whole church 

directly or through its standing committees. 

8. The general assembly is not invested with power, by virtue of its own authority, to make pronouncements 
which bind the conscience of the members of the church. Yet the deliverances of the general assembly, if 

declarative of the Word of God, are to be received with deference and submission not only because of their 

fidelity to the Word of God but also because of the nature of the general assembly as the supreme judicatory of 
the church. Deliverances, resolutions, overtures, and other actions which have the effect of amending or adding 

to the subordinate standards shall not be binding unless they have been approved by the general assembly and 

presbyteries in the manner provided in this Form of Government for the amendment of the constitution. 

Chapter XVI Congregational Meetings 

1. Meetings of the congregation shall be called by the session. A stated meeting shall be held at least once 

annually to consider the affairs of the congregation. Other meetings shall be called when the session deems it to 
be for the best interests of the congregation or when requested in writing to do so by one-fourth of the commu–

nicant members of the congregation in good and regular standing. Only those and all those persons who are 

communicant members of the congregation in good and regular standing shall be entitled to vote. Voting by 
proxy shall not be permitted, nor shall anyone be allowed to vote except when the vote is being taken. 

2. The provisions of Section 1 of this chapter shall apply to a mission work which may hold a congregational 

meeting in its area when duly called by its session or presbytery. Such a congregational meeting may be held 
when at least one member of the session is present and when a quorum of communicant members of the mission 

work as designated by the session is present. 

3. Public notice of a meeting of the congregation shall be made at the worship services on the two Lord's Days 
prior to the meeting or by circular letter at least ten days prior to the meeting. When the meeting is called for the 

transaction of specific matters of business no business shall be conducted except that which is stated in the 

notice. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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