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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. December 18, 2011 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Mike Di Peppino 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 

Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 

his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the LORD. (Isaiah 11:1-2) 

“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made 

known in all the earth. 

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is 

the Holy One of Israel.” (Isaiah 12:5-6) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 221 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” 
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“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.” 

“You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This 

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain 

do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I 

say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the 

throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 

it is the city of the great King.” 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

“For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.” 

“For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 

‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If 

anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained 

from me is given to God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake 

of your tradition you have made void the word of God.” 

“You shall not murder.” 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; 

and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 

whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” 

“You shall not commit adultery.” 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I 

say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

“You shall not steal.” 

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 
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 “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 

comes from evil.” 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God.” (John 3:14-18) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people's feet. 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 

* # 241 “Thou Dost Reign on High” 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-14 
10

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 
11

 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it 

be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 
12

 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I 

will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13

 And he said, “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
14

 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
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This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Galatians 4:3-7 
3
 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 

elementary principles of the world. 
4
 But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 
5
 to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6
 And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!” 
7
 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25 
18

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found 

to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19

 And her husband Joseph, being a just 

man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20

 But 

as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21

 She will 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.” 
22

 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: 
23

 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 
24

 When Joseph woke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
25

 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name 

Jesus. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “The Prodigal Son, Part Two” Luke 15:25-32 Rev. Paul Viggiano 

Prayer of Application 

* # 464 “I Was a Wandering Sheep” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 213 “What Child Is This” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Distribution of Wine # 195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 649 “More Love to Thee, O Christ” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of 

the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, 

we encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

Please continue to pray for the Pastor Search Committee. The Committee 

met on Friday, December 9. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, 

January 13. We are currently considering two men, both of whom initiated 

contact with us when they heard of our need for a pastor. 

From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XVI: Congregational Meetings 
4. The moderator and the clerk of the session shall serve as moderator and clerk respectively in congregational 

meetings. In the event that it is impracticable or inexpedient for either or both of these to serve, the session shall 

appoint others from among its number, or request a minister or ruling elder of the presbytery to serve. 
5. The clerk shall keep a correct record of all the business transacted at the meeting and preserve it with the 

records of the session. Minutes of the congregational meeting shall be approved by the congregation before the 
close of the meeting. 

6. When the laws of the state require, the congregation shall transact business as a corporation. All other busi-

ness shall be conducted in the congregational meeting. 
7. A congregation may withdraw from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church only according to the following 

procedure: 

a. Before calling a congregational meeting for the purpose of taking any action contemplating withdrawal from 

the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, the session shall inform the presbytery, ordinarily at a stated meeting, of its 

intention to call such a meeting, and shall provide grounds for its intention. The presbytery, through 

representatives appointed for the purpose, shall seek, within a period not to exceed three weeks after the 
presbytery meeting, in writing and in person, to dissuade the session from its intention. If the session is not 

dissuaded, it may issue a written call for the first meeting of the congregation. The call shall contain the 

session's recommendation, with its written grounds, together with the presbytery's written argument. 
b. If the vote of the congregation favors withdrawal, the session shall call for a second meeting to be held not 

less than three weeks, nor more than one year, thereafter. If the congregation, at the second meeting, reaffirms a 

previous action to withdraw, it shall be the duty of the presbytery to prepare a roll of members who desire to 
continue as members of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and to provide for the oversight of these continuing 

members. 

c. The presbytery shall be given the opportunity, at any congregational meeting at which withdrawal is being 
considered, to dissuade the congregation from withdrawing. 

Chapter XVII Congregations without Pastors 

1. A congregation without a pastor shall continue to meet on the Lord's Day for the purpose of prayer, the 
singing of praises, and the hearing of the Word of God. When a minister or licentiate is not available the session 

shall be responsible for the conducting of services. A sermon or exhortation in accord with the standards of the 

Church shall be presented by reading, recording, or oral delivery to the congregation. 
2. The presbytery may supervise a church that is without a pastor through a ministerial advisor (cf. Chapter 

XIII, Section 6) or a committee. Such supervision includes cooperation with the session, or with any authorized 

committee of the particular church, in the supply of the pulpit and in the seeking and securing of a pastor. 
3. Under ordinary circumstances only ministers and licentiates of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church shall be 

employed as regular supplies in congregations without pastors. However, other ministers or licentiates may be 

employed as regular supplies upon approval of the presbytery. 

Chapter XVIII Moderators 

1. In the judicatories of the church there shall be a moderator chosen from among its members as presiding 

officer so that business may be conducted with order and dispatch. 
Continued on page 7 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Children’s Christmas Program 

Next Sunday (December 25) 

9:30 am Rev. Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit 

11:30 pm No Christian Ed classes this week 

5:30 pm No Faith Families this week 

Upcoming 

January 1 Christian Ed classes but no Fellowship Lunch 

January 8 Fellowship Lunch, followed by Praise Around the Tables 

January 8 Youth Group 

January 29 Faith Families 

Nursery 

Today Susan Wood 

12/25 Autumn Di Peppino 

1/1  

1/8  

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

December Autumn Di Peppino 

January Amy Tracy 
 

Refreshments 

Today Amy Thibault 

12/25 Everyone 

1/1 Amy Thibault 

1/8 Rose Marie & Jim 

Usher 

December Mike Di Peppino 

January Blake Davis 
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

 Blake Davis – 1/04 

Sofia Arutian – 1/05 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Ruth Thibault – 1/31 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian –2/23 
Continued from page 6 

2. The moderator is to be considered as possessing, by delegation from the whole body, all authority necessary 
for the preservation of order, for convening and adjourning the judicatory, and directing its operations according 

to the rules of the Church. The moderator of the presbytery as provided in Chapter XIV, Section 7, and the 

moderator of the previous general assembly as provided in Chapter XV, Section 5, of this Form of Government, 
shall be empowered to convene the judicatory before the ordinary time of meeting. 

3. If the moderator is a member of the body over which he presides, he may vote in all decisions of that body. 

Chapter XIX Clerks 

Every judicatory shall choose a clerk from among those who are or those eligible to be its members to serve for 

such a term as the judicatory may determine. It shall be the duty of the clerk to be accountable for the recording 

of the transactions, to preserve the records carefully, and to grant extracts from them whenever properly 

required; and such extracts under the hand of the clerk shall be considered as authentic vouchers of the facts 

which they declare, in any ecclesiastical judicatory and to every part of the Church. 

Chapter XX Ordination and Installation 

1. It being manifest by the Word of God that no man ought to take upon himself the office of deacon, ruling 

elder, or minister, the Scriptures declare that the church shall set men apart by solemn act for its service. 
2. Ordination is that act by which men are set apart to the offices of deacon, ruling elder, and minister. It is the 

church's solemn approval of and public attestation to a man's inward call, his gifts, and his calling by the 

church. 
3. The church shall invest him with the office only when satisfied as to his gifts and only in response to a call to 

do work appropriate to that office. In the case of deacons and ruling elders their service shall be in the church. 

In the case of ministers their service normally shall be in the church, though in unusual circumstances it may be, 
if approved by the presbytery, in nonecclesiastical religious organizations. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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