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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. December 25, 2011 

Christmas 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Mike Di Peppino 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 

Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 

confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 

people 

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 

David, 

as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 

hate us;” (Luke 1:68-71) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 207 “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 

Cleansed by God 

God’s Law-Word for His People: 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.” 

“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served 

by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 

all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break 

bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and 

he prolonged his speech until midnight. 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.” 

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

“You shall not murder.” 

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

“You shall not commit adultery.” 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from 

sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own 

body in holiness and honor. 

“You shall not steal.” 

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work 

with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone 

in need. 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the 

truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought 

nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. 

But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 
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Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the 

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:4-9) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) 

* # 211 “God Rest you Merry, Gentlemen” 

Consecrated by God 

The Old Testament Lesson: Micah 5:1-6 
1
 Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with 

a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 
2
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
3
 Therefore he shall 

give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the 

rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4
 And he shall stand 

and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the 

name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be 

great to the ends of the earth. 
5
 And he shall be their peace. 

When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, then we 

will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; 
6
 they shall 

shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod at its 

entrances; and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian when he comes into our 

land and treads within our border. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 1 
1
 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 
2
 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3
 He 

is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 

upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 
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sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4
 having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 

than theirs. 
5
 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a 

son”? 
6
 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 

all God’s angels worship him.” 
7
 Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels 

winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
8
 But of the Son he says, “Your 

throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of 

your kingdom. 
9
 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond 

your companions.” 
10

 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the 

beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11

 they will perish, 

but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 
12

 like a robe you will 

roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will have no end.” 
13

 And to which of the angels has he ever said, 

“Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 
14

 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those 

who are to inherit salvation? 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:1-14 
1
 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 
2
 This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 
3
 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 

4
 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 
5
 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. 
6
 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 

7
 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 

cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. 
8
 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 
9
 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 
10

 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11

 For unto you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12

 And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 
13

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14

 “Glory to God in the highest, and 

on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Sermon: “I Know When Jesus the Christ Was Really Born and It Wasn't In 

December” Psalm 2 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny 

Prayer of Application 

* # 229 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 212 “Within a Crib My Savior Lay” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 208 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Distribution of Wine # 195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 162 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of 

the room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, 

we encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

Please continue to pray for the Pastor Search Committee. The Committee 

met on Friday, December 9. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, 

January 13. We are currently considering two men, both of whom initiated 

contact with us when they heard of our need for a pastor. 

From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XX: Ordination and Installation 
4. The ordaining body, before investing a man with office, shall provide, or assure itself that he has received, 

such training and testing of gifts as may be necessary for the proper performance of the duties required by the 

office. 
5. Ordination shall be performed by the body which examines the candidate. In the case of deacons and ruling 

elders it shall be by the session, except that when a congregation is without a session the presbytery shall ordain 

such officers as have been elected by the congregation and approved by the presbytery. In the case of ministers 
ordination shall be by the presbytery. 

6. Installation is the act by which a person who has been chosen to perform official work in the church, having 

been ordained, is placed in position to do that work. When a man receives his first call to a service his 
ordination and installation shall be performed at the same time. 

7. The installation of deacons and ruling elders shall be performed by the session except as provided in Section 
5, above. The installation of ministers shall be in the charge of the presbytery. 

8. When an officer, by reason of advanced age or disability, retires or is retired from a position and is no longer 

engaged in a service that requires a call in terms of Chapters XXIII or XXV of this Form of Government, the 
body calling him to that service in which he was last engaged before his retirement may, in recognition of his 

long and/or meritorious service, designate him "emeritus" with the title of his previous service. 

Continued on page 7 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am No Christian Ed classes 

5:30 pm No Faith Families 

Next Sunday (January 1) 

9:30 am Rev. BJ Gorrell will fill the pulpit 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes this week 

Upcoming 

January 8 Rev. Peter Sim will fill the pulpit 

January 8 Fellowship Lunch, followed by Praise Around the Tables 

January 8 Youth Group 

January 15 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

January 29 Faith Families 

Nursery 

Today Autumn Di Peppino 

1/1  

1/8  

1/15  

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

December Autumn Di Peppino 

January Amy Tracy 
 

Refreshments 

Today Everyone 

1/1 Amy Thibault 

1/8 Rose Marie & Jim 

1/15 Icela Szeneri 

Usher 

December Mike Di Peppino 

January Blake Davis 
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

 Blake Davis – 1/04 

Sofia Arutian – 1/05 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Ruth Thibault – 1/31 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian –2/23 
Continued from page 6 Chapter XXI Licensing Candidates to Preach the Gospel 

1. The Holy Scriptures require that some trial be previously made of those who are to be ordained to the 
ministry of the gospel, in order that this sacred office may not be degraded by being committed to weak or 

unworthy men and that the churches may have an opportunity to form a better judgment respecting the gifts of 

those by whom they are to be instructed and governed. For this purpose candidates for ordination shall first be 
licensed by presbyteries to preach the gospel as probationers. After a period of probation sufficient to make trial 

of their qualifications and service, and having received reports that their services are edifying to the church, the 

presbyteries may in due time proceed to ordain such probationers, or licentiates, to the sacred office. 
2. Prior to licensure candidates shall be taken under care of a presbytery. A candidate must be a communicant 

member of a local congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church; ordinarily it should be of the same 

presbytery in which he is applying to be taken under care. The presbytery shall receive a written 

recommendation from the session of the local congregation of which the candidate is a member, certifying that 

in its judgment his Christian faith and potential gifts qualify him to be taken under the care of the presbytery 

with a view to ordination to the gospel ministry. It is of particular importance, at this time, that the presbytery 
inquire as to the grace of God in him and whether he be of such holiness of life as is requisite in a minister of 

the gospel. It is therefore the duty of a presbytery, in taking a candidate under its care, to examine him 
respecting his Christian faith, life, service, and the motives influencing him to desire the sacred office. The 

presbytery must show its continuing concern for the progress of all the candidates under its care, and shall 

continually guide, counsel, and help them as they further prepare themselves for the work of the ministry. 
If a candidate desires to place himself under the care of a presbytery other than his own, he shall request his 

presbytery to forward the written recommendation of his session to the presbytery under whose care he desires 

to place himself. That presbytery shall examine the candidate as required above of all candidates and, if it 
receives him as a candidate shall give him all that continuing care above required. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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