
January 8, 2012 

2 Samuel 11 
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all 

Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 

It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king’s house, 

that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. And David sent and inquired about 

the woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” So 

David sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself 

from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, 

“I am pregnant.” 

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. When Uriah came 

to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the people were doing and how the war was going. Then David 

said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there 

followed him a present from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the servants of his 

lord, and did not go down to his house. When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to 

Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?” Uriah said to David, “The 

ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open 

field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will 

not do this thing.” Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So 

Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. And David invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, 

so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he 

did not go down to his house. 

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in 

the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” And as 

Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant men. And the men of 

the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the 

Hittite also died. Then Joab sent and told David all the news about the fighting. And he instructed the 

messenger, “When you have finished telling all the news about the fighting to the king, then, if the king’s anger rises, 

and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot from the 

wall? Who killed Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the 

wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the 

Hittite is dead also.’” 

So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. The messenger said to David, 

“The men gained an advantage over us and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back to the 

entrance of the gate. Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the king’s servants are dead, 

and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do 

not let this matter trouble you, for the sword devours now one and now another. Strengthen your attack against 

the city and overthrow it.’ And encourage him.” 

When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented over her husband. And when the 

mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the 

thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. January 8, 2012 

First Sunday After Epiphany 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Jim Andruss 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 

earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see 

your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with 

gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we 

are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to 

him; bless his name! 

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 

faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 100) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 734 “Gloria Patri” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 65 “Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne” 

Cleansed by God 
God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17 & Matthew 22:37-40

And God spoke all these words, 

saying, “I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before 

me. 
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“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth. You 

shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the 

third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 

it holy. Six days you shall labor, and 

do all your work, but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, 

or your son, or your daughter, your 

male servant, or your female servant, 

or your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates. For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Hear also the words of our Lord Jesus: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 

all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 

will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 

his glory. (Ephesians 1:7-12) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 
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Thanks be to God. Amen! 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

* # 497 “I Need Thee, Precious Jesus” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 51:1-12 

1
 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 

your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2
 Wash me thoroughly from 

my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
3
 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

4
 Against you, 

you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may 

be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 
5
 Behold, I was 

brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6
 Behold, 

you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the 

secret heart. 
7
 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow. 
8
 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken 

rejoice. 
9
 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

10
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

11
 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 

me. 
12

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing 

spirit. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: James 5:13-20 
13

 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him 

sing praise. 
14

 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 

church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 

Lord. 
15

 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord 

will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 
16

 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 

you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working. 
17

 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently 

that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the 

earth. 
18

 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its 

fruit. 
19

 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone 

brings him back, 
20

 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 

wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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* The Gospel Lesson: Luke 18:9-14 
9
 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
10

 “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11

 The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12

 I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
13

 But the tax collector, standing 

far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
14

 I tell you, this man went down to his 

house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “The Sin of David” 2 Samuel 11 Rev. Peter Sim 

Prayer of Application 

* # 486 “God, Be Merciful to Me” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 469 “How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Nicene Creed – Page 846 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 693 “Blessed Assurance” 

Distribution of Wine # 253 “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 676 “Day by Day and with Each Passing Moment” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we 

encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

Please continue to pray for the Pastor Search Committee. The Committee met on Friday, 

December 9. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 13. We are currently considering 

two men, both of whom initiated contact with us when they heard of our need for a pastor. 

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Grace OPC has been called by the Session for Sunday, 

February 5, 2012, at 1:15 pm. This meeting will take place after our monthly Fellowship Lunch. 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

12:30 pm Fellowship lunch, followed by Praise Around the Tables 

~2:30 pm Youth Group at the Thibault’s 

This Week 
Tuesday Session meeting at the church office at 6:30 pm 

Next Sunday (January 15) 

9:30 am Rev. Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

Upcoming 

January 29 Faith Families 

February 5 Congregational meeting at 1:15 pm 

Nursery 

Today  

1/15  

1/22  

1/29  

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

January Amy Tracy 

February Judith Andruss 
 

Refreshments 

Today Rose Marie & Jim 

1/15 Icela Szeneri 

1/22 Judith Andruss 

1/29 Ann-Marie Hines 

Usher 

January Blake Davis 

February Glen Tuggy 
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Ruth Thibault – 1/31 

Lorien Tuggy – 2/3 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian –2/23 
From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XXII: Calling a Minister 
6. … If there is still a minority unwilling to concur, the moderator shall advise the majority and the minority 

concerning their mutual responsibilities. A final ballot shall then be taken to determine the number desiring to 

prosecute the call in the circumstances. If a majority decides to prosecute the call it shall be drawn in due form 
and the presbytery shall be informed of the proceedings. 

If at any point in the meeting the congregation decides not to call a pastor it may refer the matter back to the 

special committee, or to the session, as the case may be, for report to a later meeting, or take such other action 
as may be appropriate. 

7. When the congregation has determined to issue a call it shall by vote determine the terms of the call, and 

shall order it subscribed either by the electors, or by the session or other representatives of its choice. The 

session shall then draw up the call in proper form and see to its signing by the proper signatories. 

After the congregation has determined the signatories of the call it may appoint commissioners to represent it at 

the next meeting of the presbytery to which the congregation belongs for the purpose of having the call found in 
order and its terms approved. The clerk of the session shall present the call to the clerk of the presbytery, who 

shall present it to a meeting of the presbytery at the earliest practicable time. 
8. If the congregation has chosen to subscribe its call by representatives the moderator shall certify to the 

presbytery that the persons signing have been appointed for that purpose by a vote of the congregation. 

The moderator shall also certify as to the validity of the meeting of the congregation and that the call as 
presented has been prepared in all respects as directed by vote of the congregation. 

9. A call from a congregation shall be in the following or like form: 

The congregation of _____________________ Church being, on sufficient grounds, well satisfied with the 
ministerial qualifications of you _______________________, and having good hopes that your ministrations in 

the gospel will be profitable to our spiritual interests, do earnestly call and desire you to undertake the pastoral 

office in said congregation; promising you in the discharge of your duty all proper support, encouragement, and 
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obedience in the Lord. And that you may be free from worldly care and employment, we promise and oblige 

ourselves to pay you the sum of _____________ in regular ____________ payments during the time of your 
being and continuing the regular pastor of this church, together with free use of a house and _______________ 

vacation each year. 

A call from a presbytery or the general assembly or an agency thereof shall be in appropriately similar form. 

10. When a call from a congregation has been presented to its presbytery for approval the presbytery may find 

the call in order, approve its terms, and determine to place it in the hands of the person called, whether or not he 

be of the same presbytery; may refer the call back to the congregation with recommendations either to amend or 
desist from the call; or may, for reasons which it shall communicate to the congregation, decline to place the 

call in the person's hands. 

If the call is to a minister or licentiate who is under the jurisdiction of another presbytery of this Church the 
clerk of the presbytery which has jurisdiction over the calling congregation shall, if that presbytery approves the 

call, forward the call to the person called and a copy to the clerk of his presbytery. The calling congregation's 

presbytery may, before acting on the call, require the person called to be interviewed by the presbytery or a 
committee of the presbytery in order to judge of his fitness in the circumstances. If the person resides at an 

inconvenient distance from the presbytery's area such an interview may be arranged, if agreeable to all parties, 

at the time of his visiting the congregation prior to the issuance of a call. 
11. When a call is issued by a presbytery or the general assembly, or an agency thereof, a person designated by 

the calling body shall sign the call, forward it to the person called, send a copy to the presbytery that has 

jurisdiction over him, and certify to that presbytery as to the validity of the meeting at which the call was issued 
and that the call has been prepared in all respects as determined at that meeting. 

12. The procedures to be followed in response to a call from within the Church shall be: 

a. When the call is to the pastor of a congregation, and he is disposed to accept the call, he shall inform the 
congregation of his desire and ask them to concur with him in requesting their presbytery to dissolve the 

pastoral relationship; such request shall be voted on by the congregation at a regularly called meeting of the 

congregation. 
If the congregation concurs in his request the pastor shall request their presbytery to approve the call and to 

dissolve the pastoral relationship. If the congregation declines to concur in his request he may, if he is still 
disposed to accept the call, request the presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relationship; in such a case the 

congregation shall be given the opportunity to be represented at the meeting of presbytery to plead its cause. 

When the presbytery has received a request to approve a call and to dissolve a pastoral relationship it may grant 
the request, require the pastor and congregation to give the matter further consideration, or require the 

continuance of the relationship. 

If a pastoral relationship is dissolved, the presbytery shall declare the pulpit vacant as of a specified date and 

record the facts in its records. If the call is to work under the jurisdiction of another presbytery, the minister 

shall be dismissed to that presbytery as of a convenient date and the clerk of the dismissing presbytery shall so 

inform the presbytery to which the minister is being dismissed. 
b. When the call is to a minister serving a presbytery or the general assembly, or an agency thereof, a procedure 

parallel to that for a pastor shall be followed. 

c. When the call is to a minister without a charge, or if his charge is not under the jurisdiction of the Church, he 
shall, if he is disposed to accept the call, request the presbytery to approve the call and grant him permission to 

accept it. 

d. When the call is to a licentiate and he is disposed to accept the call he shall request his presbytery to approve 
the call and grant him permission to accept it. Before the presbytery considers his request it shall have 

determined that he has satisfactorily completed his probation for the gospel ministry. 

e. If the person called decides to decline the call he shall promptly inform the calling body and the presbytery 
through which the call was issued, and return the call to the calling body. 

f. No minister may leave his charge without the prior approval of the presbytery. 

13. a. When a call to a minister of another denomination is contemplated the person presiding at the meeting of 
the calling body shall, before a vote is taken, inform it of the provisions of this section. 

b. When the calling body has voted to issue a call to such a minister it shall present it to the appropriate 

presbytery for approval; if the presbytery approves the call it shall place it in his hands contingent upon his 
reception into the presbytery. 

c. If the minister desires to accept the call the presbytery shall require him to give evidence of possessing the 

qualifications in regard to piety, faith, and learning that are required of candidates for ordination as given in 
Chapter XXIII. This evidence shall include written testimonials from qualified persons of his satisfactory 

exercise of the requisite gifts for the ministry of the Word. 

In no case shall an examination on the floor of presbytery be waived. If one-fourth of the presbyters present are 
dissatisfied with the examination in theology the minister shall be required to undergo an examination in the 

subject again at a future meeting of the presbytery. If at the outset of such subsequent meeting one-fourth of the 

presbyters so request, a clear recording of this examination shall be made and filed with the presbytery. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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