
January 15, 2012 

Acts 17:22-34 

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men 

of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very 

religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of 

your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To 

the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he made from one 

man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 

that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 

for ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 

own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ Being then God's 

offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver 

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. The times 

of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 

the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But 

others said, “We will hear you again about this.” So Paul went out from 

their midst. But some men joined him and believed, among whom also 

were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others 

with them. 

GRACE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Worshiping at: 271 Avocado Street, Costa Mesa 

Church office: 1105 E. Commonwealth, Suite J, Fullerton 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 205, Placentia, California 92871-0205 

(714) 526-3153



2 

THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. January 15, 2012 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Jim Andruss 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 

baptized into his name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 

confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his 

works, 

who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and 

they smoke! 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I 

have being. 

May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD. 
(Psalm 104:31-34) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 734 “Gloria Patri” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 122 “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory” 

Cleansed by God 
God’s Law-Word for His People: 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” 
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“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 

LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.” 

“You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This 

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain 

do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I 

say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the 

throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 

it is the city of the great King.” 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

“For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.” 

“For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 

‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If 

anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained 

from me is given to God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake 

of your tradition you have made void the word of God.” 

“You shall not murder.” 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; 

and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 

whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” 

“You shall not commit adultery.” 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I 

say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

“You shall not steal.” 

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 

 “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 

comes from evil.” 
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“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God.” (John 3:14-18) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people's feet. 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 

* # 165 “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 44:12-28 

12
 The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions 

it with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and 

his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint. 
13

 The carpenter stretches a 

line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with 

a compass. He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to 

dwell in a house. 
14

 He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an 

oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar 

and the rain nourishes it. 
15

 Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of 

it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god 

and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it. 
16

 Half of it he 
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burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also 

he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!” 
17

 And 

the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships 

it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!” 
18

 They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they 

cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand. 
19

 No one 

considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, “Half of it I burned 

in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And 

shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of 

wood?” 
20

 He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he 

cannot deliver himself or say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” 
21

 Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; I 

formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 
22

 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; 

return to me, for I have redeemed you. 
23

 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has 

done it; shout, O depths of the earth; break forth into singing, O mountains, 

O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, and will be 

glorified in Israel. 
24

 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: “I 

am the LORD, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who 

spread out the earth by myself, 
25

 who frustrates the signs of liars and makes 

fools of diviners, who turns wise men back and makes their knowledge 

foolish, 
26

 who confirms the word of his servant and fulfills the counsel of his 

messengers, who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be inhabited,’ and of the cities 

of Judah, ‘They shall be built, and I will raise up their ruins’; 
27

 who says to 

the deep, ‘Be dry; I will dry up your rivers’; 
28

 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my 

shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall 

be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’ ” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 
4
 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 

5
 because our 

gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 

and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be 

among you for your sake. 
6
 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
7
 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. 
8
 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so 

that we need not say anything. 
9
 For they themselves report concerning us the 

kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols 

to serve the living and true God, 
10

 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
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whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 

come. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: John 5:19-24 
19

 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 

his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the 

Father does, that the Son does likewise. 
20

 For the Father loves the Son and 

shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he 

show him, so that you may marvel. 
21

 For as the Father raises the dead and 

gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
22

 The Father 

judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 
23

 that all may honor 

the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does 

not honor the Father who sent him. 
24

 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 

hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 

come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “Spirituality and God’s Antidote” Acts 17:22-34 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny 

Prayer of Application 

* # 128 “God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 468 “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Nicene Creed – Page 846 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you 

are a believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant 

member in a Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church 

worship. We use wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 693 “Blessed Assurance” 

Distribution of Wine # 253 “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 384 “Lord, Dismiss Us with your Blessing” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we 

encourage you to make your offering before the service. 
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We have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people to pray for one 

another on this Thursday evening, January 19, beginning at 7:30 pm at the 

Thibault’s home. All are invited to attend. 

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Grace OPC has been called by the Session for Sunday, 

February 5, 2012, at 1:15 pm. This meeting will take place after our monthly Fellowship Lunch. 

Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

This Week 
Thursday Prayer Meeting at the Thibault’s at 7:30 pm 

Next Sunday (January 22) 

9:30 am Rev. Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

Upcoming 

January 28 Women's Meeting and Breakfast at the Thibault’s: Ladies please bring a 

dish to share 

January 29 Rev. Dan Overduin will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

January 29 Faith Families 

February 5 Rev. Rollin Keller will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

February 5 Congregational meeting at 1:15 pm 

February 12 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

Nursery 

Today  

1/22  

1/29  

2/5  

Lord’s Supper Preparation 

January Amy Tracy 

February Judith Andruss 
 

Refreshments 

Today Icela Szeneri 

1/22 Judith Andruss 

1/29 Ann-Marie Hines 

2/5 Vicki Tuggy 

Usher 

January Blake Davis 

February Glen Tuggy 
 

A nursery (located across the breezeway) for children 3 years old and younger is provided during the sermon. 

Patty Yamazaki – 1/20 

Ruth Thibault – 1/31 

Lorien Tuggy – 2/3 

Jan & Icela Szeneri – 1/18 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian –2/23 
From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XXII: Calling a Minister 

13. c. … The presbytery shall require him to answer affirmatively the following questions: 
(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule 

of faith and practice? 

(2) Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church, as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures? 

(3) Do you approve of the government, discipline, and worship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church? 

(4) Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? 
(5) Have you been induced, as far as you know your own heart, to seek the office of the holy ministry from love 

to God and a sincere desire to promote his glory in the gospel of his Son? 

(6) Do you promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the truths of the gospel, and the purity, the peace, 
and the unity of the church, whatever persecution or opposition may arise unto you on that account? 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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