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1 Kings 18:17-40 
17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you 

troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled 

Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you have 

abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the 

Baals. 19 Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at 

Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 

prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 
20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the 

prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to 

all the people and said, “How long will you go limping 

between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow 

him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said 

to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal’s prophets are 450 men. 
23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and 

lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and 

put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the 

LORD, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well 

spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it 

first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took 

the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning 

until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they 

limped around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry 

aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or 

perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their 

custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, 

they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one 

answered; no one paid attention. 
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And 

he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, 

according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD came, 

saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. 

And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs of seed. 33 And he put the 

wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, “Fill four jars with 

water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” 

And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And 

the water ran around the altar and filled the trench also with water. 
36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am 

your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, 

that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 
38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and 

the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell 

on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, 

“Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought 

them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered them there. 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. February 12, 2012 

Sixth Sunday After Epiphany 

Musical Prelude Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder David Thibault 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: mercifully accept our prayers; 

and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the 

help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you 

both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD, give praise, O servants of the 

LORD, 

who stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our 

God! 

Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for it is pleasant! 

For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession. 
(Psalm 135:1-4) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 12 “Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim” 

Cleansed by God 
God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17 & Matthew 22:37-40

And God spoke all these words, 

saying, “I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before 

me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 
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anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth. You 

shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the 

third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 

it holy. Six days you shall labor, and 

do all your work, but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, 

or your son, or your daughter, your 

male servant, or your female servant, 

or your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates. For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Hear also the words of our Lord Jesus: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 

all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 

will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 

his glory. (Ephesians 1:7-12) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 
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Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

* # 172 “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Joshua 24:14-23 

14
 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and 

in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15

 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the 

LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 

served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 

land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
16

 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the 

LORD to serve other gods, 
17

 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and 

our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who 

did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we 

went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 
18

 And the LORD 

drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. 

Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
19

 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD, for he 

is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or 

your sins. 
20

 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will 

turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 
21

 And 

the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the LORD.” 
22

 Then Joshua 

said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have 

chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 
23

 He 

said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your 

heart to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6:10-13 
10

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 
11

 Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 

the devil. 
12

 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13

 There-

fore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Luke 11:14-23 
14

 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had 

gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 
15

 But some of them 
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said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 
16

 while 

others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 
17

 But he, 

knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 

is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 
18

 And if Satan also is divided 

against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out 

demons by Beelzebul. 
19

 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 

your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 
20

 But if it is by 

the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

upon you. 
21

 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his 

goods are safe; 
22

 but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes 

him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 
23

 

Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “The Contest, or Are You on the Fence?” 1 Kings 18:17-40 

 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny 

Prayer of Application 

* # 579 “Dare to Be a Daniel!” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

Page 6 “Before the Throne” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 
Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a 

believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant member in a 

Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church worship. We use 

wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 164 “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

Distribution of Wine # 307 “Nothing but the Blood” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 453 “All Authority and Power” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we 

encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

We have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people to pray for one 

another on this Thursday evening, February 16, beginning at 7:30 pm at the 

Szeneri’s home. All are invited to attend. 
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From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XXIII: Ordaining and Installing ministers 

8. … (7) Do you promise to be faithful and diligent in the exercise of all private and personal duties which 

become you as a Christian and a minister of the gospel, as well as in all the duties of your office, endeavoring to 
adorn the profession of the gospel by your life, and walking with exemplary piety before the flock over which 

God shall make you overseer? 

(8) Are you now willing to take the charge of this congregation, in agreement with your declaration when you 
accepted their call? And do you promise to discharge the duties of a pastor to them as God shall give you 

strength? 

9. The candidate having answered these questions in the affirmative, the moderator shall propose to the people 
the following questions, to which they shall answer in the affirmative by holding up their right hands: 

(1) Do you, the people of this congregation, continue to profess your readiness to receive ____________, whom 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

This Week 
Thursday Prayer meeting at the Szeneri’s at 7:30 pm 

Friday Senior High/Collegian Winter Camp February 17-20 

Next Sunday (February 19) 

9:30 am Rev. Dan Overduin will fill the pulpit and lead the adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

Upcoming 

February 24-26 Junior High Winter Camp 

February 28 Women’s meeting at 7:00 pm at Raquel’s 

March 2-3 Men’s Advance: registration is due February 20th. See details on 

bulletin board. 

March 16 Adult March Madness: wine tasting and games at 7:00 pm at the 

Andruss’s 

March 20 Deadline to register for Women's Retreat (April 13-15). See Amy 

Thibault for registration forms 

Refreshments 

Today Raquel Arutian 

February 19 Amy Tracy 

February 26 Autumn Di Peppino 

March 4 Susan Wood 

 Lord’s Supper Preparation Usher 

February Judith Andruss Glen Tuggy 

March Amy Thibault Kenton McClelland 

 
Daniel Wood – February 13 

Jericho Arutian – February 19 

Icela Szeneri – February 20 

Thomas Wood – February 21 

Susan Wood – February 26 

Jericho & Raquel Arutian – February 23 

you have called to be your minister? 

(2) Do you promise to receive the word of truth from his mouth with meekness and love, and to submit to him 

in the due exercise of discipline? 
(3) Do you promise to encourage him in his arduous labor and to assist his endeavors for your instruction and 

spiritual edification? 

(4) And do you promise to continue to him, while he is your pastor, that worldly maintenance which you have 
promised, and whatever else you may see needful for the honor of religion and his comfort among you? 

10. If these questions have been satisfactorily answered, the candidate shall then kneel, and by prayer and the 

laying on of the hands of the presbytery, according to the apostolic example, he shall be solemnly ordained to 
the holy office of the gospel ministry. Prayer being ended, he shall rise and the moderator shall declare him to 

be ordained a minister of the Word of God and the pastor of that congregation. The presbytery shall then extend 
to him the right hand of fellowship. The moderator, or others appointed for the purpose, shall give solemn 

charges in the name of God to the newly ordained minister and to the people, to persevere in the discharge of 

their mutual duties, and shall, by prayer, commend them both to the grace of God and his holy keeping. At the 
conclusion of the service the pastor shall dismiss the congregation with a benediction. 
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Web Page: www.grace-opc.org—sermons, bulletin, and schedules available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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