
April 8, 2012 

1 Corinthians 15:1-19 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold 
fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed 
in vain. 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that 
is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found 
to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead 
are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this 
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. April 8, 2012 

Easter Sunday 

Musical Prelude Miss Patty Yamazaki 

Service Music Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Jim Andruss 

Called by God 

Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the 

Lord’s resurrection: stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption 

which  is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 

body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and 

put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:26-29) 

He is risen! 

He is risen indeed! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 273 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

Cleansed by God 
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God’s Law-Word for His People: Exodus 20:1-17 & Matthew 22:37-40

And God spoke all these words, 

saying, “I am the LORD your God, 

who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

“You shall have no other gods before 

me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth. You 

shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the 

third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those 

who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep 

it holy. Six days you shall labor, and 

do all your work, but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. 

On it you shall not do any work, you, 

or your son, or your daughter, your 

male servant, or your female servant, 

or your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates. For in six 

days the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the 

Sabbath day and made it holy. 

“Honor your father and your 

mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the LORD your God 

is giving you. 

“You shall not murder. 

“You shall not commit adultery. 

“You shall not steal. 

“You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbor. 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, 

or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your 

neighbor’s.”

Hear also the words of our Lord Jesus: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 

all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 
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In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 

will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 

his glory. (Ephesians 1:7-12) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God. (Ephesians 5:1-2) 

* # 266 “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Job 19:23-27 

23
 “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 

24
 Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 

25
 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the 

earth. 
26

 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall 

see God, 
27

 whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not 

another. My heart faints within me! 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:3-5, 3:18-22 
3
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4
 to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
5
 who by 

God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. 
18

 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 

in the spirit, 
19

 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
20

 because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the 

days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were brought safely through water. 
21

 Baptism, which corresponds 

to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 
22

 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 28:1-10 
1
 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2
 And behold, there was 

a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
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came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3
 His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 
4
 And for fear of him the guards 

trembled and became like dead men. 
5
 But the angel said to the women, “Do 

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 
6
 He is not 

here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
7
 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he 

is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
8
 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to 

tell his disciples. 
9
 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 
10

 Then Jesus said 

to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there 

they will see me.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “Infallible Proof of the Resurrection” 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 

 Rev. Chuck McIlhenny 

Prayer of Application 

* # 271 “Sing, Choirs of New Jerusalem” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 420 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a 

believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant member in a 

Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church worship. We use 

wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 246 “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” 

Distribution of Wine # 286 “Worship Christ, the Risen King!” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 276 “Up from the Grave He Arose” 

* Benediction 
Our Tithes and Offerings to God 

An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we 

encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

We have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people to pray for one 

another on this Thursday evening, April 12, beginning at 7:30 pm at the 

Szeneri’s home. All are invited to attend. 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

This Week 
Thursday Prayer meeting at the Szeneri’s at 7:00 pm  

Friday Women’s Retreat April 13-15 

Next Sunday (April 15) 

9:30 am Rev. Dan Overduin will fill the pulpit and lead the Adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

Upcoming 

April 19 Prayer Meeting at the Thibault’s at 7:30 pm 

April 22 Rev. David Crum with fill the pulpit and lead the Adult CE class 

June 18-22 Family Camp 

Refreshments 

Today Rose Marie & Jim 

April 15 Susan Wood 

April 22 Betty Garcia 

April 29 Autumn Di Peppino 

 Lord’s Supper Preparation Usher 

April Raquel Arutian Jericho Arutian 

May  Bob Bullard 
 

Luke Thibault – April 18 

Peter Thibault – April 29 

Amy Thibault – May 18 

Nathan Szeneri – May 20 

Mike & Autumn Di Peppino – May 16 
From Calvin’s Commentary on the Harmony of Matthew, Mark & Luke: 

And, lo, a great earthquake. By many signs the Lord showed the presence 

of his glory, that he might more fully prepare the hearts of the holy 
women to reverence the mystery. For since it was not a matter of little 

consequence to know that the Son of God had obtained a victory over 

death, (on which the principal point of our salvation is founded,) it was 
necessary to remove all doubts, that the divine majesty might be openly 

and manifestly presented to the eyes of the women. Matthew says, 

therefore, that there was an earthquake, by which the divine power which 
I have mentioned might be perceived. And by this prodigy, it was proper 

that the women should be allowed to expect nothing human or earthly, but to raise their minds to a work of God 

which was new, and surpassed the expectations of men. 
The raiment and the countenance of the angel, too, might be said to be rays by which the splendor of Godhead 

was diffused, so as to enable them to perceive that it was not a mortal man that stood near them, having the face 

of a man. For though dazzling light, or the whiteness of snow, is nothing in comparison of the boundless glory 
of God, but rather, if we wish to know him aright, we ought not to imagine to ourselves any color; yet when he 

makes known by outward signs that he is present, he invites us to him, as far as our weakness can endure. Still 

we ought to know that the visible signs of his presence are exhibited to us, that our minds may conceive of him 
as invisible; and that, under bodily forms, we obtain a taste of his spiritual essence, that we may seek him 

spiritually. Yet it cannot be doubted that, together with outward signs, there was an inward power, which 

engraved on the hearts of the women an impression of Deity. For though at first they were struck with amaze-
ment, yet it will appear, from what follows, that they gathered courage, and were gradually instructed in such a 

manner, that they perceived the hand of God to be present. 

Our three Evangelists, from a desire of brevity, leave out what is more fully related by John, (John 20:1) which, 
we know, is not unusual with them. There is also this difference, that Matthew and Mark mention but one angel, 

while John and Luke speak of two. But this apparent contradiction also is easily removed; for we know how 
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frequently in Scripture instances occur of that figure of speech by which a part is taken for the whole. There 

were two angels, therefore, who appeared first to Mary, and afterwards to her other companions; but as the 
attention of the women was chiefly directed to the angel who spoke, Matthew and Mark have satisfied them-

selves with relating his message. Besides, when Matthew says that the angel sat on a stone, there is in his words 

(ὕστερον πρότερον), an inversion of the order of events; or, at least, that order was disregarded by him; for the 
angel did not immediately appear, but while the women were held in suspense and anxiety by an event so 

strange and astonishing. 

Through fear the guards trembled. The Lord struck the guards with terror, as if he had engraved their 
consciences with a hot iron, so as to constrain them reluctantly to feel his divine power. The terror had, at least, 

the effect of hindering them from treating with careless mockery the report of the resurrection which was to be 

spread abroad shortly afterwards. For though they were not ashamed of prostituting their tongues for him, still 
they were compelled, whether they would or not, to acknowledge inwardly what they wickedly denied before 

men. Nor can it be doubted that, when they were at liberty to talk freely among their acquaintances, they frankly 

admitted what they dare not openly avow, in consequence of having been gained over by money. 
We must attend to the distinction between the two kinds of terror, between which Matthew 

draws a comparison. The soldiers, who were accustomed to tumults, were terrified, and 

were so completely overwhelmed by alarm, that they fell down like men who were almost 
dead; but no power was exerted to raise them from that condition. A similar terror seized the 

women; but their minds, which had nearly given way, were restored by the consolation 

which immediately followed, so as to begin, at least, to entertain some better hope. And, 
certainly, it is proper that the majesty of God should strike both terror and fear 

indiscriminately into the godly, as well as the reprobate, that all flesh may be silent before 

his face. But when the Lord has humbled and subdued his elect, he immediately mitigates 
their dread, that they may not sink under its oppressive influence; and not only so, but by the 

sweetness of his grace heals the wound which he had inflicted. The reprobate, on the other 

hand, he either overwhelms by sudden dread, or suffers to languish in slow torments. As to 
the soldiers themselves, they were, no doubt, like dead men, but without any serious 

impression. Like men in a state of insensibility, they tremble, indeed, for a moment, but 
presently forget that they were afraid; not that the remembrance of their terror was wholly 

obliterated, but because that lively and powerful apprehension of the power of God, to 

which they were compelled to yield, soon passed away from them. But we ought chiefly to 
attend to this point, that though they, as well as the women, were afraid, no medicine was 

applied to soothe their terror; for to the women only did the angel say, Fear not. He held out to them a ground 

of joy and assurance in the resurrection of Christ. Luke adds a reproof, Why do you seek the living among the 
dead? as if the angel pulled their ear, that they might no longer remain in sluggishness and despair. 

And go quickly, and tell his disciples. Here God, by the angel, confers extraordinary honor on the women, by 

enjoining them to proclaim to the apostles themselves the chief point of our salvation. In Mark’s account of it, 
they are expressly enjoined to carry this message to Peter; not because he was at that time higher in rank than 

the others, but because his crime, which was so disgraceful, needed peculiar consolation to assure him that 

Christ had not cast him off, though he had basely and wickedly fallen. He had already entered into the 
sepulcher, and beheld the traces of the resurrection of Christ; but God denied him the honor, which he shortly 

afterwards conferred on the women, of hearing from the lips of the angel that Christ was risen. And, indeed, the 

great insensibility under which he still labored is evident from the fact that he again fled trembling to conceal 
himself, as if he had seen nothing, while Mary sat down to weep at the grave. It cannot be doubted, therefore, 

that she and her companions, in beholding the angel, obtained the reward of their patience. 

And, lo, he goeth before you into Galilee. When the angel sent the disciples into Galilee, he did so, I think, in 
order that Christ might make himself known to a great number of persons; for we know that he had lived a long 

time in Galilee. He intended also to give his followers greater liberty, that by the very circumstance of their 

retirement they might gradually acquire courage. Besides, by being accustomed to the places, they were aided in 
recognizing their Master with greater certainty; for it was proper to adopt every method of confirming them, 

that nothing might be wanting to complete the certainty of their faith. 

Lo, I have told you. By this manner of speaking the angel earnestly assures them that what is said is true. He 
states this, not as from himself, as if he had been the first to suggest it, but gives his signature to the promise of 

Christ; and, therefore, in Mark’s account of it, he merely recalls to their remembrance the very words of Christ. 

Luke carries out the address still farther, by saying that the disciples were informed by Christ that he must be 
crucified, and rise again on the third day. But the meaning is the same; for along with his resurrection he had 

foretold his death. He then adds, 

And they remembered his words; by which we are taught that, though they had made little proficiency in the 
doctrine of Christ, still it was not lost, but was choked up, until in due time it yielded fruit. 
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www.grace-opc.org: sermons, bulletins, and schedules are available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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