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Numbers 17 
1 The LORD spoke to Moses, 

saying, 2 “Speak to the 

people of Israel, and get 

from them staffs, one for 

each fathers’ house, from 

all their chiefs according to 

their fathers’ houses, 

twelve staffs. Write each 

man’s name on his staff, 
3 and write Aaron’s name 

on the staff of Levi. For 

there shall be one staff for 

the head of each fathers’ 

house. 4 Then you shall 

deposit them in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I meet 

with you. 5 And the staff of the man whom I choose shall sprout. Thus 

I will make to cease from me the grumblings of the people of Israel, 

which they grumble against you.” 6 Moses spoke to the people of Israel. 

And all their chiefs gave him staffs, one for each chief, according to 

their fathers’ houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron was among 

their staffs. 7 And Moses deposited the staffs before the LORD in the 

tent of the testimony. 
8 On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and 

behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put 

forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9 Then 

Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all the people 

of Israel. And they looked, and each man took his staff. 10 And the 

LORD said to Moses, “Put back the staff of Aaron before the testimony, 

to be kept as a sign for the rebels, that you may make an end of their 

grumblings against me, lest they die.” 11 Thus did Moses; as the LORD 

commanded him, so he did. 
12 And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are 

undone, we are all undone. 13 Everyone who comes near, who comes 

near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are we all to perish?” 
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THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 
A.D. April 29, 2012 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Service Music Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Jim Andruss 

Called by God 

Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: grant that 

when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, 

and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

Praise the LORD! Praise the name of the LORD, give praise, O servants of the 

LORD, 

who stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our 

God! 

Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for it is pleasant! 

For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession. 
(Psalm 135:1-4) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 731 “Doxology” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Let us all praise God! 

# 12 “Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim” 

Cleansed by God 
God’s Law-Word for His People: Ephesians 4:25-32 

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth 

with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry and do not 

sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the 

devil. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest 

work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with 
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anyone in need. Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 

such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to 

those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 

were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 

and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind 

to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you. 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him 

all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 

by the blood of his cross. 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he 

has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you 

holy and blameless and above reproach before him, (Colossians 1:15-22) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and 

built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 

abounding in thanksgiving. (Colossians 2:6-7) 

How then should we live? Deuteronomy 5:6-21

“ ‘I am the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery. 

“ ‘You shall have no other gods 

before me. 

“ ‘You shall not make for yourself a 

carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is on the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth. You shall not 

bow down to them or serve them; for I 

the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 

the children to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of 

those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

“ ‘You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain, for the 

LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes his name in vain. 

“ ‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy, as the LORD your God 

commanded you. Six days you shall 

labor and do all your work, but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 

your God. On it you shall not do any 
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work, you or your son or your daughter 

or your male servant or your female 

servant, or your ox or your donkey or 

any of your livestock, or the sojourner 

who is within your gates, that your 

male servant and your female servant 

may rest as well as you. You shall 

remember that you were a slave in the 

land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 

brought you out from there with a 

mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 

Therefore the LORD your God 

commanded you to keep the Sabbath 

day. 

“ ‘Honor your father and your 

mother, as the LORD your God 

commanded you, that your days may 

be long, and that it may go well with 

you in the land that the LORD your 

God is giving you. 

“ ‘You shall not murder. 

“ ‘And you shall not commit 

adultery. 

“ ‘And you shall not steal. 

“ ‘And you shall not bear false 

witness against your neighbor. 

“ ‘And you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife. And you shall not 

desire your neighbor’s house, his field, 

or his male servant, or his female 

servant, his ox, or his donkey, or 

anything that is your neighbor’s.’ ”

* # 148 “How Shall the Young Direct Their Way?” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 110:1-4 

1
 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your 

enemies your footstool.” 
2
 The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of 

your enemies! 
3
 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your 

power, in holy garments; from the womb of the morning, the dew of your 

youth will be yours. 
4
 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:1-10 
14

 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15

 For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 

one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16

 Let 

us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
1
 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf 

of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
2
 He can deal 

gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with 

weakness. 
3
 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins 

just as he does for those of the people. 
4
 And no one takes this honor for 

himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
5
 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
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appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten 

you”; 
6
 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the 

order of Melchizedek.” 
7
 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 

loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was 

heard because of his reverence. 
8
 Although he was a son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered. 
9
 And being made perfect, he became 

the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
10

 being designated by 

God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Mark 14:32-42 
32

 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, 

“Sit here while I pray.” 
33

 And he took with him Peter and James and John, 

and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 
34

 And he said to them, “My 

soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 
35

 And going 

a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the 

hour might pass from him. 
36

 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are 

possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what 

you will.” 
37

 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, 

“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 
38

 Watch and pray 

that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 
39

 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 

words. 
40

 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 

very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 
41

 And he came the 

third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 

enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 

sinners. 
42

 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “Almonds and Ordination” Numbers 17 Rev. Rollin Keller 

Prayer of Application 

* # 588 “Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 

Communion with God 

The Prayers of God’s People 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 420 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Apostles’ Creed 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a 

believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant member in a 

Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church worship. We use 

wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
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Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 246 “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” 

Distribution of Wine # 286 “Worship Christ, the Risen King!” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 274 “Thine Be the Glory” 

* Benediction 

Our Tithes and Offerings to God 
An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we encourage you to 

make your offering before the service. 

We have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people to pray for one 

another on this Thursday evening, May 3, beginning at 7:30 pm at the 

Wood’s home. All are invited to attend. 

Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Christian Ed classes for all ages 

This Week 
Thursday Prayer meeting at the Wood’s at 7:30 pm 

Friday Presbytery at Escondido OPC, and Saturday 

Saturday Women’s Presbyterial Auxiliary at Escondido OPC 

Next Sunday (May 6) 

9:30 am Rev. Dan Overduin will fill the pulpit and lead the Adult CE class 

11:30 pm Christian Ed classes for all ages 

12:30 pm Fellowship Lunch 

Upcoming 

May 10 Prayer meeting at the Szeneri’s at 7:30 pm 

May 26 Women’s meeting at Patty’s: Devotions – Ann Marie 

June 9 Ladies’ Tea at the Thibault’s at 10:00 am 

June 18-22 Family Camp 

Refreshments 

Today Autumn Di Peppino 

May 6 Vicki Tuggy 

May 13 Judith Andruss 

May 20 Amy Tracy 

 Lord’s Supper Preparation Usher 

April Raquel Arutian Jericho Arutian 

May Amy Thibault Bob Bullard 
 

Peter Thibault – April 29 

Amy Thibault – May 18 

Nathan Szeneri – May 20 

Betty Garcia – May 24 

Mike & Autumn Di Peppino – May 16 
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From The Book of Church Order, Form of Government, Chapter XXVIII Ministers Laboring outside the 

Church e. Presbyteries cannot install ministers as pastors of churches other than those of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. 

f. If ministers are installed as pastors under other auspices, the installation must not be such as in any way 

prejudices the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church over them. Such pastoral installation cannot 

take place if the installation formula prescribed by the church concerned prejudices this jurisdiction. 

g. The ultimate objective of all such labor cannot be anything less than the establishment of such churches as 

churches of Presbyterian and Reformed testimony, provided that the churches concerned are not already such. 
To make the objective less than this would be inconsistent with the profession and vows made in ordination. 

3. The principles of Sections 1 and 2 shall also apply to the relationship of ministers to nonecclesiastical 

religious organizations. 
4. Such ministers shall report at least once each year to the presbytery under whose jurisdiction they are. This 

report shall concern their ministerial activities, and shall include especial reference to the relationship of these 

activities to the interest and welfare of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 

Chapter XXIX Organizing and Receiving Congregations 

A. Organizing Congregations 

1. A group of believers, meeting regularly for worship on the Lord’s Day and under the jurisdiction of a session 
or presbytery, and not yet organized as a separate congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, shall be 

denoted in the records of the presbytery as a mission work. Such persons may be enrolled as members of an 

existing congregation or as members at large of the regional church. The mission work may, with the 
permission of the session or presbytery, use the name Church in its publicity. 

2. A group of believers may be organized as a separate congregation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church only 

under the supervision of presbytery. The presbytery of the regional church to which the congregation would 
most naturally belong shall have the jurisdiction in the matter. 

3. In organizing a mission work of an existing congregation as a new and separate congregation (church) the 

procedure shall be as follows: 
a. The session shall designate a list of members for the proposed new congregation according to the preference 

of the members. This list shall become the charter roll of the new congregation. 
b. The session shall call joint or separate congregational meetings of the continuing congregation and the 

mission work for the purpose of petitioning presbytery to organize the mission work into a new and separate 

congregation. 
c. The session shall call a congregational meeting of the mission work for the purpose of electing ruling elders 

and deacons (Form of Government, Chapter XXV) and the calling of a pastor (Form of Government, Chapter 

XXII) to serve as officers of the new church. 

d. When the above actions have been approved by presbytery, a service of recognition and installation shall be 

conducted by the presbytery or a committee appointed by the presbytery. At the appointed time the 

congregation shall be informed of the action of the presbytery and the moderator shall address to the members 
of the congregation the following question: 

In reliance upon God for strength do you solemnly promise to walk together as a church of Jesus Christ 

according to the Word of God and the constitution of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church? 
The members shall answer in the affirmative by raised hand. After this the congregation shall be recognized as a 

new and separate church of the regional church and the officers shall be (ordained and) installed according to 

this Form of Government. 
4. In organizing a mission work of a presbytery as a new and separate congregation (church) the procedure shall 

be as follows: 

a. While it is preferable to have members of a mission work as members of a local congregation under the 
jurisdiction of a local session, circumstances may make it easier to enroll such members as members at large of 

the regional church under the direct jurisdiction of the presbytery. In such cases the presbytery shall maintain a 

list of such members at large of a mission work. 
b. When it appears that it is desirable and feasible to organize a mission work of the presbytery as a new 

congregation, the presbytery, with the concurrence of the members at large, shall designate the list of the 

members at large of the regional church of the mission work as the charter roll of the proposed new 
congregation. 

c. The presbytery shall call a meeting of the members at large of the regional church of the mission work for the 

purpose of petitioning presbytery to organize them into a new church. 
d. The presbytery shall call a meeting of the members at large of the regional church of the mission work for the 

purpose of electing ruling elders and deacons (Form of Government, Chapter XXV) and the calling of a pastor 

(Form of Government, Chapter XXII) to serve as officers of the new church. 
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www.grace-opc.org: sermons, bulletins, and schedules are available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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