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2 Samuel 24:1-9 
1 Again the anger of 
the LORD was kindled 
against Israel, and he 
incited David against 
them, saying, “Go, 
number Israel and 
Judah.” 2 So the king 
said to Joab, the 
commander of the 
army, who was with 
him, “Go through all 
the tribes of Israel, 
from Dan to 
Beersheba, and 
number the people, 
that I may know the 
number of the 
people.” 3 But Joab 
said to the king, “May 
the LORD your God 
add to the people a 
hundred times as 
many as they are, 
while the eyes of my 
lord the king still see 
it, but why does my 
lord the king delight 

in this thing?” 4 But the king’s word prevailed against Joab and the commanders of 
the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army went out from the presence of 
the king to number the people of Israel. 5 They crossed the Jordan and began from 
Aroer, and from the city that is in the middle of the valley, toward Gad and on to 
Jazer. 6 Then they came to Gilead, and to Kadesh in the land of the Hittites; and 
they came to Dan, and from Dan they went around to Sidon, 7 and came to the 
fortress of Tyre and to all the cities of the Hivites and Canaanites; and they went 
out to the Negeb of Judah at Beersheba. 8 So when they had gone through all the 
land, they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and twenty days. 

9
 And 

Joab gave the sum of the numbering of the people to the king: in Israel there were 
800,000 valiant men who drew the sword, and the men of Judah were 500,000. 
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The Lord’s Day Worship 
A.D. September 16, 2012 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service Music Miss Carrie Thibault 

Announcements and Welcome Elder Jim Andruss 

Called by God 
Silent Preparation for Worship 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that 

your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

* Call to Worship 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (cf. Matthew 28:19) 

Amen. 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord. (cf. 1 Timothy 1:2) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. Amen! (cf. Ruth 2:4) 

Let us worship God. 

I love you, O LORD, my strength. 

The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my 

rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 

stronghold. (Psalm 18:1-2) 
For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations, and sing to your 

name. 

Great salvation he brings to his king, and shows steadfast love to his 

anointed, to David and his offspring forever. (Psalm 18:49-50) 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! Amen! 

* Invocation 

* Doxology 

# 734 “Gloria Patri” 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* # 620 “O Lord, I love You, My Shield, My Tower” 

Cleansed by God 
God’s Law-Word for His People: 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 

that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the 
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LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.” 

“You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This 

people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain 

do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I 

say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the 

throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for 

it is the city of the great King.” 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 

within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 

 “For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you.” 

“For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 

‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If 

anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained 

from me is given to God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake 

of your tradition you have made void the word of God.” 

“You shall not murder.” 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; 

and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 

whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” 

“You shall not commit adultery.” 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I 

say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has 

already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

“You shall not steal.” 

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 
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 “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 

comes from evil.” 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 

donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

Silent prayers of confession and repentance. 

Assurance of Forgiveness for God’s People 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. Now lift up your heads and hear the 

gospel! 

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God.” (John 3:14-18) 

Receive the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen! 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people's feet. 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 

* # 457 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Consecrated by God 
The Old Testament Lesson: Zechariah 4:1-7 

1
 And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man 

who is awakened out of his sleep. 
2
 And he said to me, “What do you see?” I 

said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, 

and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps that are on the 

top of it. 
3
 And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl 

and the other on its left.” 
4
 And I said to the angel who talked with me, 

“What are these, my lord?” 
5
 Then the angel who talked with me answered 

and said to me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” 



5 

6
 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. 
7
 Who are 

you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he 

shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6:10-20 
10

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 
11

 Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 

the devil. 
12

 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13

 There-

fore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in 

the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 
14

 Stand therefore, having 

fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, 
15

 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness 

given by the gospel of peace. 
16

 In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 
17

 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God, 
18

 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 

supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints, 
19

 and also for me, that words may be given to 

me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 
20

 for 

which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought 

to speak. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 10:16-20 
16

 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise 

as serpents and innocent as doves. 
17

 Beware of men, for they will deliver 

you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 
18

 and you will be 

dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them 

and the Gentiles. 
19

 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you 

are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to 

you in that hour. 
20

 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Sermon: “The Census” 2 Samuel 24:1-9 The Rev. Peter Sim 

Prayer of Application 

* # 493 “We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought” 

Communion with God 
The Prayers of God’s People 



6 

* Rejoice and commune with our Savior at his table! 

# 518 “Christ, of All My Hopes the Ground” 

* Confessing the Faith Together – The Nicene Creed – Page 846 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 
You are cordially invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper if you are a 

believer in Christ, have been baptized, are a communicant member in a 

Bible-believing church, and regularly attend church worship. We use 

wine in our celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Distribution of Bread # 55 “To God Be the Glory” 

Distribution of Wine # 501 “Just As I Am, without One Plea” 

Commissioned by God 
* Grant us, Savior, your peace as we end our worship service! 

# 431 “A Parting Hymn We Sing” 

* Benediction 

Our Tithes and Offerings to God 
An integral part of our worship is to bring God a token of our increase. 

Your tithes and offerings may be placed in the small box at the back of the 

room. As we will give thanks to God for his gifts during the service, we 

encourage you to make your offering before the service. 

We have the opportunity to gather together as God’s people to pray for one 

another on this Thursday evening, September 20, beginning at 7:30 pm at the 

Thibault’s home. All are invited to attend. 

Announcement from the Session: The session would like all members of the 

congregation to come to the Continuing Education next Lord’s Day, September 16. The 

elders desire to share some updated information about the church at that time. 

Talent Show Reminder: Our Annual Talent Show will begin at 5:00 pm on September 

30. Sign up for refreshments with Icela and for acts with Lorien. Plan on attending and 

enjoying the gifts God has given to the members of our congregation. 

From The Book of Church Order, Directory for the Public Worship of God, Chapter III The Administration 

of the Sacraments, C. The Lord's Supper 1. The Institution of the Sacrament 

The minister shall read the words of the institution and instruction of the Lord's Supper as found in 1 
Corinthians 11:23-29 or one of the Gospel accounts (Matthew 26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, or Luke 22:14-20). In 

addition, he may read words of instruction from passages such as John 6 and 1 Corinthians 10. 

2. The Meaning and Nature of the Sacrament 
The minister shall then summarize before the congregation the teaching of the Word of God as to the meaning 

and nature of the sacrament in the following or like words: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper as an ordinance to be observed by his church until he comes 

again. It is not a resacrificing of Christ, but is a remembrance of the once-for-all sacrifice of himself in his death 

for our sins. Nor is it a mere memorial to Christ’s sacrifice. It is a means of grace by which God feeds us with 

the crucified, resurrected, exalted Christ. He does so by his Holy Spirit and through faith. Thus he strengthens 
us in our warfare against sin and in our endeavors to serve him in holiness. The sacrament further signifies and 

seals the forgiveness of our sin and our nourishment and growth in Christ. The bread and wine represent the 

crucified body and the shed blood of the Savior, which he gave for his people. In this sacrament, God confirms 
that he is faithful and true to fulfill the promises of his covenant, and he calls us to deeper gratitude for our 

salvation, to renewed consecration, and to more faithful obedience. The Supper is also a bond and pledge of the 

communion that believers have with him and with each other as members of his body. As Scripture says, “For 
we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17). 

The Supper anticipates the consummation of the ages, when Christ returns to gather all his redeemed people at 

the glorious wedding feast of the Lamb. As we come to the Lord’s Table, we humbly resolve to deny ourselves, 
to crucify the sin that is within us, to resist the devil, and to follow Christ as becomes those who bear his name. 
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Schedule D.V. 
Today 

11:00 am Fellowship break 

11:30 am Continuing Education: Meeting with the Session 

5:30 pm Prayer, Praise, & Study 

This Week 

Thursday Prayer meeting at the Thibault’s at 7:30 pm 

Next Sunday (September 23) 

9:30 am The Rev. Dan Overduin will fill the pulpit and lead the Adult CE class 

11:30 am Continuing Education classes for all ages 

6:00 pm Faith Family at the Andruss’s 

Upcoming 

September 27 Prayer meeting at the Tuggy’s at 7:30 pm 

September 30 Elder David Thibault will fill the pulpit; the Rev. Peter Sim will 

administer the Lord’s Supper 

September 30 Talent Show and Finger Food Fellowship at 5:00 pm 

Refreshments 

Today Susan Wood 

September 23 Amy Thibault 

September 30 Icela Szeneri 

October 7  

 Lord’s Supper Preparation Usher 

September Amy Davis Blake Davis 

October Raquel Arutian Jericho Arutian 
 

Jan Szeneri – September 16 

Glen Tuggy – September 18 

Autumn Di Peppino – September 22 

Adrian Tuggy – September 23 

Jim & Judith Andruss – September 27 
 

3. Invitation and Fencing the Table 

The minister shall then declare who may come to, and who are excluded from, the Lord’s Table according to 
the Word of God. He may use the following or like words: 

It is my privilege as a minister of Christ to invite all who are right with God and his church, through faith in the 

Lord Jesus, to come to the Lord’s Table. If you have received Christ and are resting upon him alone for 
salvation, as he is offered to you in the gospel, if you are a baptized and professing communicant member in 

good standing in a church that professes the gospel of God’s free grace in Jesus Christ, and if you live 

penitently and seek to walk in godliness before the Lord, then this Supper is for you, and I invite you in Christ’s 
name to eat the bread and drink the cup. 

At the same time, God’s Word says, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, 

unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 

of that bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 

himself, not discerning the Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). If you are not trusting in Jesus Christ as your 

Savior, if you are not a member of a faithful Christian church, if you are not living penitently and seeking to 
walk in godliness before the Lord, then I warn you in the name of Christ not to approach the Holy Table of the 

Lord. 

This warning is not aimed to keep the humble and contrite from the Table of the Lord, as if it were for those 
who were free from sin. In fact, it is for sinners that our Lord gives this Supper as a means of grace. Through 

the elements of bread and wine, our Lord graciously gives himself and all his benefits to everyone who eats and 

drinks in a worthy manner, discerning the body of the Lord. It is one thing to eat and drink in a worthy manner. 
It is very different, however, to imagine that we are worthy to eat and drink. We dare not come to the Lord’s 

Table as if we were worthy and righteous in ourselves. 
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www.grace-opc.org: sermons, bulletins, and schedules are available here. 

Sermon Notes 
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